
Heat Networks (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 

Section 5 

Claudia Beamish 
 

145 In section 5, page 3, line 20, after <network,> insert— 

<(  ) the applicant’s ability to operate a heat network in accordance with just transition 

principles as specified by section 35C of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 

2009,> 

Section 14 

Maurice Golden 
 

146 In section 14, page 8, line 6, at end insert— 

<(2A) The Scottish Ministers must prepare and publish guidance to the licensing authority 

relating to the requirement for a heat network licence for the operation of a heat network 

established before the Bill for this Act was passed.  

(2B) Before preparing the guidance under subsection (2A), the Scottish Ministers must 

consult such persons as they consider appropriate. 

(2C) The consultation under subsection (2B) must include the following matters— 

(a) whether existing heat networks— 

(i) should be exempt from the licensing regime, or 

(ii) require retrospective consent from the licensing authority to operate a heat 

network, 

(b) whether a heat networks license will be required in relation to an existing heat  

network if that network is extended,   

(c) the means by which existing heat networks should apply for a retrospective heat 

network, 

(d) how existing heat networks should be supported to comply with the licensing 

regime, and 

(e) an appeal process where a retrospective application for a heat networks licence is 

refused.> 

 

Maurice Golden 
 

147 In section 14, page 8, line 7, after <(1)> insert <and subsection (2A)> 

Section 16 

Maurice Golden 
 

148 In section 16, page 8, line 29, at end insert— 



<(  ) In section 14, references to “existing heat network” means a heat network established 

before the Bill for this Act was passed.> 

Section 27 

Claudia Beamish 
 

149 In section 27, page 12, line 7, at end insert— 

<(  ) Regulations under subsection (1) must in particular make provision in connection with 

the consideration to be given, before agreeing to a relevant application, to just transition 

principles as specified by section 35C of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009.> 

Section 35 

Andy Wightman 
 

150 In section 35, page 16, line 24, at end insert— 

<(2E) After the end of the period of 5 years beginning with the day section 35 of the 

Heat Networks (Scotland) Act 2021 comes into force, a local authority may give 

a direction under subsections (2C) or (2D). 

(2F) For the avoidance of doubt, the Scottish Ministers may not give a direction 

under subsections (2C) or (2D) after the period of 5 years beginning with the day 

section 35 of the Heat Networks (Scotland) Act 2021 comes into force.”.> 

Section 37 

Mark Ruskell 
 

151 In section 37, page 16, line 34, leave out <may designate an area in its area that is> and insert <– 

(a) where it considers an area in its area to meet such conditions as the Scottish 

Ministers may by regulations specify, must designate that area, 

(b) otherwise, may designate that area, 

as> 

 

Section 39 

Claudia Beamish 
 

152 In section 39, page 18, line 4, at end insert— 

<(  ) the ability of a heat network in the area to operate in accordance with just 

transition principles as specified by section 35C of the Climate Change (Scotland) 

Act 2009,> 



After section 40 

Mark Ruskell 
 

153 After section 40, insert— 

<Power to require connection to a heat network 

(1) A local authority may require any suitable building within its area to connect to a heat 

network if— 

(a) the building falls within a designated heat network zone, and 

(b) the heat network can provide heating at a competitive cost. 

(2) In deciding whether a building is suitable to be required under subsection (1) to connect 

to a heat network, regard is to be had, in particular, to any building assessment report 

received under section 54.> 

After section 76 

Maurice Golden 
 

154 After section 76, insert— 

<PART 

HEAT NETWORKS DELIVERY PLAN 

Heat networks delivery plan 

(1) The Scottish Ministers must prepare a heat networks delivery plan, setting out how the 

provisions of this Act, and any other supporting policies, will contribute to increasing 

the use of heat networks in Scotland. 

(2) A heat networks delivery plan must set out— 

(a) the approach the Scottish Ministers intend to take to increase the use of heat 

networks in Scotland, 

(b) how the aggregate heat output of all heat networks in Scotland will be measured, 

(c) how the deployment of heat networks in Scotland will contribute to meeting 

emissions reductions targets set in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

(3) In preparing the heat networks delivery plan the Scottish Ministers must consult such 

persons as they consider appropriate. 

(4) The Scottish Ministers must— 

(a) publish the heat networks delivery plan, and 

(b) lay a copy of it before the Parliament, 

no later than 1 April 2022. 

(5) The Scottish Ministers are to keep the heat networks delivery plan under review and 

may revise it at any time. 

(6) At the end of each of the reporting periods the Scottish Ministers must— 

(a) review the heat networks delivery plan, 

(b) lay a report before the Parliament on that review. 



(7) A report under subsection (6) must consider— 

(a) how this Act and associate policies have contributed to an increase in the use of 

heat networks in Scotland in the reporting period, 

(b) what progress has been made in the aggregate heat output of all heat networks in 

Scotland in the reporting period, 

(c) how the deployment of heat networks in Scotland has contributed to meeting 

emissions reductions targets set in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 during 

the reporting period. 

(8) The reporting periods are— 

(a) the period of 2 years beginning with the day on which the first heat networks 

delivery plan is published under subsection (4), 

(b) each subsequent period of 2 years.> 

Before section 77 

Maurice Golden 
 

155 Before section 77, insert— 

<Heat network supply targets 

Heat network supply targets 

(1) The Scottish Ministers must ensure that the combined supply of thermal energy by heat 

networks in Scotland reaches— 

(a) 2 terrawat hours of output by 2025, 

(b) 6 terrawat hours of output by 2030. 

(2) The Scottish Ministers must set out how they intend to meet these targets in the heat 

networks delivery plan published under (Heat networks delivery plan (4)). 

(3) The Scottish Ministers must provide Parliament with an update on progress to meeting 

these targets at the end of each reporting period. 

(4) The reporting periods are— 

(a) the period of 2 years beginning with the day on which the first heat networks 

delivery plan is published under (Heat networks delivery plan (4)), 

(b) each subsequent period of 2 years up until 2030.> 

 

After section 77 

Graham Simpson 
 

156 After section 77, insert— 

<Strategy: Local Authority Costs 

(1) The Scottish Ministers must prepare a strategy setting out the costs to local authorities in 

relation to their duties under this Act. 

(2 ) The strategy prepared under subsection (1)— 



(a) must set out the costs associated with the duties of local authorities under this Act, 

(b) must set out the approach the Scottish Ministers intend to take to fund local 

authorities to fulfil their duties under this Act, 

(c) must set out the approach the Scottish Ministers intend to take to ensure local 

authorities have the capacity to fulfil their duties under this Act, 

(c) may include such other information as the Scottish Ministers consider 

appropriate.> 

 

Section 84 

Andy Wightman 
 

157 In section 84, page 42, line 12, after <sections> insert <35,> 


